
Donald "Don" Wallace Gale
MAY  27, 1959 - MAY  17, 2014

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Tribute Wall Page 6

PAGE 2 OF 8



D onald “Don” Wallace Gale, 54, passed away quietly at his home in Cottonwood

Heights, UT on May 17, 2014 after an intense 3 year battle with cancer.
Born in Chester, PA on May 27, 1959, his first decade was spent growing up in

Wisconsin and Maine. He attributes his interests in hockey and other winter sports to

these early years. Summers always included spending time at various lakes and the
Atlantic Ocean, a pleasure he continued to enjoy all through life. Family vacations

included travel to and through many parts of the eastern US which grew into a
passion to travel to and explore ever expanding regions.

His next decade was spent growing up in Wilmington, DE where he graduated from

Concord High School. Here he developed his early interests in biking and camping.
It is also where he developed strong friendships that he maintained throughout his

life. He loved to entertain people and get them laughing. As he was a fan of Monty
Python at the time, he would often recite whole skits from memory for a laugh. He

also developed a strong interest in music, starting with Chicago and Todd Rundgren

but his interests grew and expanded with time. He remained a huge Pink Floyd fan.
He enjoyed reading too, especially epic sci-fi sagas like Lord of the Rings and Dune.

In the following decade he attended Muskingum University as a biology major and
later used this time to develop a better understanding of himself as he traveled the

country and worked various jobs. He then obtained leadership training and outdoor
educator certification at National Outdoor Leadership School, better known as

NOLS. He was very proud to have completed the program which had a strong

influence on all that he did with his life.
During the next decade he lived in Santa Fe, NM for a time and was married briefly

to Laura Lewallen. This was the time his passion for bike racing grew and found him
traveling the country to compete in amateur level races. Also, for him, in-line skating

was a natural extension of his ice skating skills that allowed him to skate year-round.
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Participating in these activities as hard as he did, injuries, especially “road rashes”,

were as common to him as colds are to some people. One highlight of this decade
has to be his trip to Africa to snowboard down Mt. Kilimanjaro.

By the mid-1990’s he had moved to Salt Lake City, UT where he worked in the two
businesses that were also his favorite hobbies, bicycling and skiing. During the

summers he could be found at Guthrie Bicycles in SLC and in the winter he worked

as a ski instructor at Brighton Ski Resort. While there he met and married, on
January 1, 1996, his current wife, Anna Gabrielle “Gabbi” Bomgren Gale, a native of

Sweden. In December 1997 they welcomed their first son, Axel David Gale. As a
family, they made regular trips to the East Coast to visit family and friends based

there.

Another decade found the young family moving to Sweden, close to Gabbi’s family,
and welcoming their second son, Liam Gottfrid Gale, in May 2004. For a time he

took on the nontraditional role of stay-at-home dad. While Don continued to
improve his Swedish, he taught English speaking children at ABC pre-school in

Göteborg, Sweden. He continued to ski while in Sweden and especially enjoyed

spending time at Ramdalen, Gabbi’s family’s rustic lakeside cabin which had no
electricity or running water. Despite the distance, he also continued to bring his

family back to the US to visit family and friends here.
By this past decade he and his family had moved back to the Salt Lake City area

where they bought a home in the Cottonwood Heights. He went back to the jobs he
loved, working in a bike shop, Canyon Bicycles, in the summer and as a ski and

snowboard instructor at Brighton in the winter. In their free time the family

thoroughly and actively enjoyed all that the area had to offer: biking, hiking,
camping, and skiing. They also continued to travel to the East Coast and to Sweden

to visit family regularly.
Don strove to live an eco and environmentally friendly lifestyle. He endeavored to

make earth-friendly purchases, was proud of the energy-efficient improvements he

continued to make to his new home and believed in driving energy-efficient vehicles
so where biking wasn’t practical, he used high MPG cars or his favorite motorcycle.

Wishing to live healthily, he bought organic products and maintained a
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vegetarian/macrobiotic diet.

He helped foster his passions for biking, skiing, and hockey in his sons and they now
actively participate in all three. This afforded Don the opportunity to be a proud,

active, and supportive parent, a role he strongly embraced. As he realized he wasn’t
going to win his battle with cancer, he expressed a main regret: that he was no longer

going to be able to share in his sons’ future accomplishments and life events or enjoy

life with his wife and sons that he loved so much.
He is predeceased by his mother, Marjorie Elizabeth Van Nest Gale, and father, John

Martin Thomas Gale. In addition to his family, Gabbi, Axel, and Liam, he is survived
by his brothers Thomas [Nancy] of Somerset, NJ, David of Wilmington, DE, and

Kenneth [Gail] of Pottstown, PA, and sisters Elizabeth [Jeffery] Kosinski of Hockessin,

DE and Susan of Wilmington, DE, as well as nieces, nephews, and quite a few other
relatives including cousins and in-laws. He loved and is loved by a large community

of friends and family, many of whom he was able to share his final days with. He will
be deeply missed by all.

A memorial service for Don will be held at 1pm on May 31st at Brighton Ski Resort’s

Milly Chalet. Being held outdoors, weather permitting, comfortable attire is
acceptable. All are welcome. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a contribution

to The Fund for Axel and Liam, intended to assist them with their futures, including
education, as Don would have wished. For more information and to contribute,

please visit https://www.youcaring.com/The-Fund-for-Axel-and-Liam.
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ME Meryl posted:

Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life. He that exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will

come to life.” (John 11:25) On one occasion, When Martha caught sight of her Master, she put into

words the thought that had been tormenting her and Mary for days: “Lord, if you had been here my

brother would not have died.” Still, hope and faith were not dead in Martha. She added: “And yet at

present I know that as many things as you ask God for, God will give you.” Jesus immediately said

something to strengthen her hope: “Your brother will rise.”—John 11:21-23; Acts 24:15; 2 Peter 3:13.

Yes, the resurrection hope is a real source of comfort to those who have lost loved ones. It can be to

you too! I am very sorry for your loss. May God's Word seek to comfort you and your family.

Sincerely, Meryl

May 31 at 9:15 AM

DS David Saenz posted:

Peace my friend You will greatly missed by this world Stephanie , Dylan and David Saenz

May 31 at 5:58 AM

GL Gunilla Lundberg posted:

Gabrielle, Axel, Liam Your Husband and father Don will be greatly missed forever. We whom got the

chance to know your fantastic Don should feel honored and proud - we will always cherish his

memory. He will never ever be forgeotten - one of the worlds greatest son's - that whom he was your

Don. We hope you now support each other in the best possible way on your journey in life - he will

always be with you don't ever doubt that - God Bless you! Laurence and his family(Don's student

from the ABC School - class friend w Liam year 2009/2010) Franklin Gunilla & Gabriel

May 31 at 5:56 AM

JV Joel & Kathy Vanorden posted:

Dear Gabriel, We are so sorry to hear of Superman's passing. We knew he was fighting for his life

and had hoped for a cure. He was a very special person in the neighborhood while you lived here. At

least one of us will be able to see you at Don's service on Saturday. Our prayers are for you and the

boys. J & K VanOrden

May 29 at 6:20 PM
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AM Aaron And Rebecca Madeira posted:

Such a great man who made such a huge impact in lives all over the world. It is simply an

understatement to say that Don will be remembered, missed and loved by many many people.

May 29 at 4:19 AM

BE Becky posted:

I'm so sorry that Don is now gone, but he will never be forgotten. Prayers and hugs to Gabbi, Liam

and Axel. Let us know what we can do to help. xoxo

May 28 at 10:58 AM

EW Eric Wollesen posted:

We will miss your positive attitude and energy.

May 28 at 10:38 AM

RH Rick Himes posted:

Any words I write here would be inadequate. So I will say only that I now look fondly back on the

hockey games we played when we were both younger men, they were some of the best times of my

life. I can't express how grateful I am that I was able to reconnect with you Don before your time was

up. I love you man, save me a spot wherever you are.

May 28 at 8:13 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Donald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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